
SPEECH EVALUATION FORM

POLICY SPEECH

Speaker_________________________________Date__________________________________

Rate the speaker on each point: E = Excellent (accomplished well), A = Average (accomplished),

P = Poor (accomplished poorly / not accomplished).

TOPIC

Solves the term topic problem (4) E P

Throughout the course of the speech, you describe a comprehensive solution to the social

problem of your term topic.

INTRODUCTION

Gained attention (2) E A P

You “wake up” the audience and get them paying attention to you.

Central idea effectively stated (4) E A P

You announce the existence of the social problem and its solution (the policy) by name.

Explains importance to

speaker/audience (4) E A P

This criterion evaluates the explanation of why this topic is important to you as a speaker and

why it should also be important to the audience.

Establishes credibility (4) E A P

For the sake of evaluation, credibility is understood as a statement that explains why you are

well-suited to speak about your topic.

Previews main ideas of body (4) E A P

The body of a speech is composed of the Main Ideas which support the Central Idea. For this

speech, the Central Idea is the social problem and its solution (the policy). The Main Ideas

compose the argument in favor of your policy. Main Ideas must be organized using one of the

following two strategies: problem/solution or refutation. As an alternative, Monroe’s motivated

sequence may also be used. You aren’t providing details about the Main Ideas here, you’re only

giving the audience a sense of what to expect by naming them.



BODY

Presents compelling case that

problem exists, including causes

of the problem (with details) (4) E A P

To meet this criterion you simply need to summarize your Informative Speech in Blueprint form:

the Central Idea (the problem) and the Main Ideas (how the problem came to be).

Presents detailed exposition of

the solution (4) E A P

This is the heart of the speech, where you will describe your policy in detail using a step-by-step

approach. Your policy must solve the term topic problem.

Main Ideas (4) E A P

The Main Ideas compose the argument in favor of your policy. You must have 2-5 main ideas

organized using one of the following two strategies: problem/solution or refutation. As an

alternative, Monroe’s motivated sequence may also be used.

Demonstrates practicality of the

solution (4) E A P

Statements addressing how this policy would be implemented, including: (1) how it would be

funded, (2) how it would be measured for its effectiveness, (3) how problems will be handled.

Ample and varied evidence in

Support of claims (4) E A P

At least one citation must be used for everything you propose.

Appropriate organization (4) E A P

You must defend your policy using one of the following organizational strategies:

problem/solution, refutation, or Monroe’s Motivated Sequence.

Effective use of visual aids (4) E A P

Powerpoint is required and must follow the aesthetic guidelines presented in class.

Transitions between main ideas (4) E A P

Each Main Idea must establish information that is important for understanding the next one.



CONCLUSION

Clear signal end of speech (2) E A P

Make a clear separation between the Body of the speech (presentation of the Main Ideas) and the

Conclusion (the three items below).

Restates central idea (4) E A P

Reiterate the Central Idea (social problem and solution).

Summarizes main ideas (4) E A P

Reiterate the Main Ideas by name and, in very simple terms, connect them to the Central Idea. In

other words, point out why the circumstances that you have presented demand the adoption of

your policy.

Appropriate appeal for action (4) E A P

Literally tell the audience what they must do to support the policy.

LANGUAGE

Vivid and expressive language (4) E A P

For the purpose of evaluation, this is defined as vocal variety. If most of your words are voiced

with the same volume, pitch, and timing, then you are speaking in monotone, which is

unacceptable.

DELIVERY

Extemporaneous mode (4) E A P

(1) You are prepared with an outline; (2) You are not reading from your outline or a manuscript.

Eye contact (4) E A P

You are looking predominately at the audience (about 80% of the time).

Appropriate volume (4) E A P

Those sitting in the back row are able to hear you comfortably.

Absence of vocalized pauses (4) E A P

These refer to “umms,” “ahhs,” and other sound-bridges meant to buy time between words. You

will be penalized for each set of ten pauses.



Appropriate posture (4) E A P

Appropriate posture means standing up straight on two feet. (Exceptions will be granted at the

Professor’s discretion.)

Effective gestures (4) E A P

Use your hands appropriately throughout your speech. Appropriate use of gestures constitutes

“repeating,” “substituting,” “complementing,” “emphasizing,” or “regulating” your speech.

Credit will be given for use of any single type of use or combination of uses so long as it is

consistent throughout the speech.

Appropriate rate of speech (4) E A P

Your pace is slow enough for the audience to understand and digest.

Time limit observed (2) E A P

No less than 6 minutes and no more than 8 minutes.


