FILM AS A MEDIUM (COMM 234)
William Paterson University

Wayne, NJ

Fall, 2007

Matthew T. Jones (Instructor)
Instructor Contact Information:

Email:  jonesm@wpunj.edu

Office Hours:  1-2pm, Monday

Course Description:
An introduction to the study of film as a language and as an art. The course examines the aesthetic and social factors that construct our responses to films.  Using multiple approaches to understanding and discussing a film, the student is introduced to technical and aesthetic terminology and to a range of elements in the filmmaking process such as narrative structure, camera movement, mise-en-scàne, editing, and sound. This course is composed of lectures, screenings, discussions, and close analysis of works by major directors.
Course Objectives:
1. To expose students to a broad range of historically important films.
2. To provide students with a better understanding of how film operates on technical, psychological and sociological levels.

3. To introduce students to the basic aspects of history, theory, and criticism as they relate to film.

4. To improve students argumentation skills through debate and discussion in the classroom setting.

Student Learning Outcomes:
1. Students will come away with a broader knowledge of the historical development of film as an art form.

2. Students will gain an awareness of the technical processes and procedures of filmmaking.

3. Students will learn about the psychological and social impact of film.

4. Students will leave this course with improved confidence and skills in expressing informed opinions and perspectives in the public setting, especially as they relate to basic aspects of film criticism and theory.
Required Textbook:
Bordwell, D. & Thompson, K. (2006). Film Art: An Introduction (8th Edition). New 


York:  McGraw-Hill.
Required Additional Reading:
http://www.mattsmediaresearch.com/FilmMedium.html: Additional chapters and articles will be linked to this page.
Course Requirements:
1. Attendance: Students are expected to attend all class meetings.

2. Reading and Participation: Students are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the topic described in the course schedule.

3. Tests: Students are expected to be able to demonstrate their knowledge in the form of in-class examinations.

Evaluation and Grading

1. Attendance Policy:  All students are entitled to one unexcused absence from class.  Beyond this single absence, 1/3 of a grade will be deducted from the final grade for each additional unexcused absence.  Excused absences are accepted only if accompanied by documentation relating to the nature of the excuse (e.g. auto repair receipt, doctor’s note, jury duty notification, etc.).

2. Participation: All students are expected to demonstrate informed participation in class discussion.  Participation can include [1] initiation of discussion about an issue related to the topic scheduled for discussion for that class session or [2] contribution to an ongoing discussion through informed opinion and/or presentation of evidence.  Please note that there exists a distinction between an uninformed opinion and an informed perspective.  As opposed to personal opinion that is grounded in individual or anecdotal experience, the statement of a perspective implies a coherent paradigm that has application value based on functionality in other circumstances.  Put simply, a perspective has demonstrated its validity elsewhere.  Having made that distinction and clarification, there will be random periods of evaluation during which the instructor will assess your participation based on classroom performance.  A significant lack of informed class participation throughout one period of evaluation will result in the reduction of the final grade by 1/3; throughout two periods of evaluation will result in the reduction of the final grade by 2/3; throughout all three periods of evaluation will result in the reduction of the final grade by one full letter grade. It is encouraged that students keep track of specific contributions and the dates that they were made so that this may be considered in the case of a disagreement concerning classroom performance.
3. Tests:  There will be two periods of examination throughout the course of this semester.  All will be evaluated in terms of percentile and translated to a letter grade based on the chart below.  Final grades will be determined by an averaging of these scores.

	A (93-100)
	C (73-76)

	A- (90-92)
	C- (70-72)

	B+ (87-89)
	D+ (67-69)

	B (83-86)
	D (63-66)

	B- (80-82)
	D- (60-62)

	C+ (77-79)
	F (below 60)


Voluntary Extra Credit:
Quantity: One full letter grade added to the final grade.

Instructions: See separate handout.
Calendar:
Week 1 (9/10/07)
Discussion: (1) Introduction to the course and explanation of the syllabus.  (2) Fill out index cards.  (3) Personal introductions.  (4) What is film?  What is a medium?  Screening: The Movies Begin (Edward Muybridge, Thomas Edison, Louis and Auguste Lumiére, Edwin S. Porter, Georges Méliês).  Assignment: Read Chapter One in Film Art.
Week 2 (9/17/07)

Discussion: The industry and technology of filmmaking.  Screening: Birth of a Nation (D. W. Griffith, 1915).  Assignment: (1) Read Chapter Two in Film Art. (2) Prepare three points to discuss about Birth of a Nation.
Week 3 (9/24/07)
Discussion: Birth of a Nation.  Screening: Early Avant-Garde cinema (La Retour a la Raison – Man Ray, 1923; Rhythmus 21 – Hans Richter, 1921; Anemic Cinema – Marcel Duchamp, 1926; Ballet Mecanique – Fernand Leger, 1924; The Hearts of Age – Orson Welles and William Vance, 1934).  Assignment: (1) Read Chapter Three in Film Art.
Week 4 (10/1/07)

Discussion: Form versus content (style). Screening: Der Blaue Engel (Josef von Sternberg, 1930). Assignment: Read Chapter Four in Film Art.
Week 5 (10/8/07)

Discussion: Form versus content (narrative). Screening: Ecstasy (Gustav Machaty, 1933).
Week 6 (10/15/07)

Discussion:  Screening: Modern Times (Charles Chaplin, 1936).
Week 7 (10/22/07)

Discussion:  Screening: The Grapes of Wrath (John Ford, 1940).  Assignment: Read Chapter Six in Film Art.
Midterm Exam
Week 8 (10/29/07)

Discussion: Mise-en-scene. Screening: Citizen Kane (Orson Welles, 1941).  Assignment: Read Chapter Seven in Film Art.
Week 9 (11/5/07)

Discussion: Cinematography. Screening: Double Indemnity (Billy Wilder, 1944).  Assignment: Read Chapter Eight in Film Art.
Week 10 (11/12/07)
Discussion: Editing. Screening: The Best Years of Our Lives (William Wyler, 1946).  Assignment: Read Chapter Nine in Film Art.
Week 11 (11/19/07)

Discussion: Sound. Screening: On the Waterfront (Elia Kazan, 1954).  Assignment: Read Chapter Ten in Film Art.
Week 12 (11/26/07)

Discussion: Style. Screening: Psycho (Alfred Hitchcock, 1960).  Assignment: Chapter Eleven in Film Art.
Week 13 (12/3/07)

Discussion: Film Criticism. Screening: Dr. Strangelove, or How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb (Stanley Kubrick, 1963).
Week 14 (12/10/07)

Discussion: Ideology in film. Screening: A Clockwork Orange (Stanley Kubrick, 1971).
Week 15 (12/17/07)

Final Exam
